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the stores required for a protracted siege, whose
available garrison was not less than 20,000 men,
and whose leaders were men of known and des-
perate courage. But the time for the assault was
so happily chosen and so well concealed from
Tippoo by General Harris, and the whole details
of the siege had been conducted under his orders
by the many able officers in the different depart-
ments with such masterly skill and vigour, that
what appeared to Tippoo impossible, proved in the
hour of trial to be no difficult undertaking. In
fact, his mind was so little apprehensive of the
result of the storm, and so thoroughly satisfied
that it would not take place on the day in which
it happened, that he could not be persuaded to
take the most ordinary precautions of defence,
though they were earnestly pressed upon him by
his bravest officer, Seyid GoffMr. The degree of
his infatuation is well described by Colonel Wilks,
who succeeded Colonel Close in superintending
the Hindoo government of Mysore, and his high
character and attainments are the best pledges
for the truth of the following* statement.

"On the morning of the 4th of May, Seyicl
Goffh&r, who was wounded early in the siege, ex-
claimed, * The Sultaun is surrounded by boys and
flatterers, who will not let him see with his own
eyes. I do not wish to survive the result; I am
going about in search of death, and cannot find
it.* Having satisfied himself by further observa-